Honors Classical and Medieval Literature
Summer Assignments
Academic Year: 2022-2023

Course Information
Department: English
Contact: Mary Zuniga, mzuniga@holyspiritprep.org

Class Description: This course focuses upon great literature from the classical to medieval world.
Students are guided to recognize universal themes, symbolic patterns, and social values within
ancient, classical, and medieval literature, especially that of the West, as well as its historical context
and influence. The course integrates the study of literature and the practice of writing composition,
both in and out of class, with further study of the writing process. Students will further their
understanding of the characteristics of narrative, informative, and argumentative writing. Students in
the Honors course will engage in a deeper analysis of texts as well as more challenging written
assignments. Vocabulary instruction is integrated within the context of each thematic unit.
Due date for the following TWO summer assignments: Aug 10, 2022 , The first day of
school

Summer Assignment #1
Text: Mythology by Edith Hamilton (ISBN-10: 0446574759)
1. Read and annotate the following 3 myths from this compilation:
a. “The Two Great Gods of Earth”
b. “How the World and Mankind Were Created”
c. The Earliest Heroes
*Your English teacher will be giving you a grade for annotating these
myths, so make sure you have at least one annotation per page.
Honors Students: On the first day of English class, you will be expected
to write a 5 paragraph informative essay, in which you summarize,
develop and explain the main events and themes in these three myths.
Your book and notes will be available to you during this in-class essay.
The format will be as follows:
1. Introduction
2. Body Paragraph (Myth 1)
3. Body Paragraph (Myth 2)
4. Body Paragraph (Myth 3)
5. Conclusion
2. Creation Myth Presentation
Amongst many cultures, before any knowledge of Christ, it was very normal for people to
develop a story to explain the origins of the world around them. Some of the most famous myths
come from the Ancient Greeks, Romans and even Vikings. Choose a culture and from the list
below and research that culture’s myth about the creation of the world. You will be using your
research to create a Google Slides presentation:
● Egypt
● Ancient Rome
● The Norsemen
Your project should include the following 10 slides and your overall presentation should follow
the guidelines laid out in the rubric below. It should also be graphically/visually appealing and
orderly.
1. Title of Creation Myth
2. Location/Culture/Time Period
3. Who or what is involved
4. What is the process of creation?
5. Is culture monotheistic/polytheistic or animistic? Who are the main deities?
6. What do people in your culture value?
7. Vocabulary Terms
8. Address and explain at least three creation themes in your myth

9. Symbolic Objects
10. Works Cited (List any websites that you used to gather information)
This presentation, along with your annotations, will be due on the first day of school. Share
it with mzuniga@holyspiritprep.org when you have completed and before your first
English class.
Please see rubric below for grading criteria.
Creation Myth Presentation Rubric
Category

-0 Excellent

-2 Good

-4 Fair

-6 Needs Improvement

Delivery of
Presentation

Holds attention
of entire
audience with
the use of
enthusiasm and
direct eye
contact, seldom
looking at
notes
Demonstrates
full knowledge
of myth by
answering all
questions and
explaining and
elaborating in
depth

Consistent use
of direct eye
contact and
good
enthusiasm, but
returns to notes
often

Displays minimal
eye contact and
very little
enthusiasm,
while reading
mostly from the
notes

Holds no eye contact with
audience and no
enthusiasm, as entire report
is read from notes

Demonstrates
good
knowledge of
myth by
answering some
questions and
explaining and
elaborating in
some depth
Demonstrates
good effort on
all of the slides
to enhance
presentation

Demonstrates
fair knowledge
of myth, but does
not explain nor
elaborate in
depth

Demonstrates very minimal
knowledge but with no
depth

Demonstrates
some effort on all
of the slides to
enhance
presentation

There is very little evidence
of effort on any of the
slides to enhance
presentation

Presentations has
3-4 misspellings
and/or
capitalization
errors on slides

Presentations has 5 or more
misspellings and/or
capitalization errors on
slides

Shows a limited
understanding of
themes in myths

Shows no understanding of
themes in myths

Content

Effort into
Format and
Presentation of
Slides
Spelling and
Capitalization

Themes

Demonstrates
excellent effort
on all of the
slides to
enhance
presentation
Presentations
has no
misspellings
and/or
capitalization
errors on slides
Shows a
thorough
understanding
of themes in
myths

Presentations
has 1-2
misspellings
and/or
capitalization
errors on slides
Shows a good
understanding
of themes in
myths

Summer Assignment #2
Part I: Choose one book from the following list to read and enjoy this summer.
1. The Once and Future King, by T. H. White
Once upon a time, a young boy called “Wart” was tutored by a magician named Merlyn
in preparation for a future he couldn’t possibly imagine. A future in which he would ally
himself with the greatest knights, love a legendary queen and unite a country dedicated to
chivalrous values. A future that would see him crowned and known for all time as Arthur,
King of the Britons. (amazon.com)
2. Lord of the Flies, by William Golding
At the dawn of the next world war, a plane crashes on an uncharted island, stranding a
group of schoolboys. At first, with no adult supervision, their freedom is something to
celebrate. This far from civilization they can do anything they want. Anything. But as
order collapses, as strange howls echo in the night, as terror begins its reign, the hope of
adventure seems as far removed from reality as the hope of being rescued. (amazon.com)
3. Mere Christianity, by C.S. Lewis
In Mere Christianity, C. S. Lewis argues for the logical validity of Christianity, defends
the religion from its critics, and looks in detail at what the life of a Christian is like.
(litcharts.com)
4. The Adventure of Tom Sawyer, by Mark Twain
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain is an 1876 novel about a young boy
growing up along the Mississippi River. The story is set in the fictional town of St.
Petersburg, inspired by Hannibal, Missouri, where Twain lived.Tom Sawyer lives with
his Aunt Polly and his half-brother Sid. Tom dirties his clothes in a fight and is made to
whitewash the fence the next day as punishment. He cleverly persuades his friends to
trade him small treasures for the privilege of doing his work. He then trades the treasures
for Sunday School tickets which one normally receives for memorizing verses,
redeeming them for a Bible, much to the surprise and bewilderment of the superintendent
who thought "it was simply preposterous that this boy had warehoused two thousand
sheaves of Scriptural wisdom on his premises—a dozen would strain his capacity,
without a doubt."Tom falls in love with Becky Thatcher, a new girl in town, and
persuades her to get "engaged" by kissing him. But their romance collapses when she
learns Tom has been "engaged" previously to Amy Lawrence. Shortly after Becky shuns
him, he accompanies Huckleberry Finn to the graveyard at night, where they witness the
murder of Dr. Robinson. (amazon.com)
5. Romeo and Juliet, by William Shakespeare
In Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare creates a violent world, in which two young people fall
in love. It is not simply that their families disapprove; the Montagues and the Capulets
are engaged in a blood feud.
In this death-filled setting, the movement from love at first sight to the lovers’ final union
in death seems almost inevitable. And yet, this play set in an extraordinary world has
become the quintessential story of young love. In part because of its exquisite language, it
is easy to respond as if it were about all young lovers. (amazon.com)

Part II: Written Component
All Book Two assignments should be typed, printed, and submitted by Wednesday, August 10 th.
To help you make a good first impression on your English teacher in the fall and show you how
best to share your thoughts, we have included a rubric in this packet.
Option 1: Create a typed book review of the text you read as if you are a critic writing for a
website or publication such as “goodreads.com”. Make sure you use textual evidence
(quotations, specific examples, and page numbers) to show your readers you are well-informed
in your review. A thorough review will answer all of the following questions with at least 1
paragraph (5-7 sentences) for each bullet point:
● Plot: What is this book about? What happened? Is it fun to read? Why or why not?
● Characters: Who are they? Do you like them? How did they make you feel?
● Your Opinion: Did you like the book? What was your favorite part and why? Were there
any funny or scary parts? Did you learn anything?
● Age/Interests: What age do you think this book is suitable for? Who might enjoy this
book most?
● Recommend: Would you recommend this book to other people? Why or why not?
Option 2: Write a short but well-developed narrative choosing one of the following story
revisions:
● Add yourself as a character and develop a plot line where you participate in the story;
● Change the original ending creating your own resolution to the plot;
● Add a chapter narrating events that could take place before, after or in the middle of
the story.
The narrative should make sense within the context of the story and its themes, and it should
be a minimum of 2 pages typed double-spaced.
Option 3: Identify the character whom you feel changed the most throughout the story. Explain
the changes (physical, emotional, mental, and/or spiritual) as well as the causes and effects of
those changes. The response should be a minimum of 2 pages typed.
Option 4: Choose 5 sentence starters listed below and write a well-developed paragraph (5-7
sentences) response for each. Each response should include at least one specific textual reference
that is properly cited.
●
●
●
●
●
●

I noticed…
I wonder…
I was reminded of…
I think…
I’m surprised that…
I realized…

●
●
●
●
●

I’d like to know…
I’m not sure…
If I were…
Although it seems…
If ________, then _________.

Book Two Assignment Rubric
Excellent

Good (-1 point)

Fair (-2 points)

Poor (-3 points)

Comprehensio
n

The response
demonstrates a
deep
understanding of
the text, its
characters, and its
themes through
the use of
insightful details
and examples.

The response
demonstrates a
complete
understanding of
the text, its
characters, and its
themes and
includes some
important details
and examples.

The response
demonstrates a
basic or superficial
understanding of
the text, its
characters, and its
themes with some
flaws.

The response
shows an
incomplete
understanding of
the text, its
characters, and its
themes.

Components

The response
contains all
required elements
of the prompt.

The response
contains all major
components of the
prompt but is
missing 2-3 minor
elements.

The response
contains at least
half of the major
requirements of the
prompt.

The response does
not meet the
requirements of the
prompt.

Style/Mechani
cs

The response
demonstrates a
mastery of
conventions and
style,
sophisticated
word choice, and
sentence fluency;
there are no
grammatical
errors.

The response
demonstrates a
solid grasp of
conventions and
style, appropriate
word choice, and
sentence fluency;
there are minimal
grammatical errors
that do not distract.

The response
demonstrates an
adequate
knowledge of
conventions and
style and uses basic
word choice and
sentence fluency;
there are many
minor or a few
distracting
grammatical errors.

The response
demonstrates a
lack of mastery of
conventions and
style and contains
inappropriate word
choice, poor
sentence fluency,
and pervasive
grammatical
errors.

Presentation/
Effort

The response
reflects extra
effort on the
student’s behalf in
terms of neatness,
adherence to
MLA, and overall
presentation.

The response
reflects
considerable effort
in terms of
neatness,
adherence to MLA,
and overall
presentation.

The response
reflects some effort
but appears rushed
or sloppy.

The response
reflects little effort.

